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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

By this paper, claims 10, 27, 58 and 73 have been amended and new claims 92-93 have 
been added. Accordingly, claims 6-11. 23-27 and 58-93 remain pending, as reflected below, 



Claims 1 - 5 (cancelled). 



6. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 10, wherein^A^ 
characteristic identifies an episode of a television series included in thevji 

7. (Previously Presented) The methed-^^ claim 10, wherein the idenli Tying 
characteristic identifies a television seneg^-BOll^onding to the video signal. 

8. (Previousiy^sented) The method of claim 10, wherein the identifying 
characteristic Meritrfics a television network affiliate providing the video signal. 

9. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 10, wherein tlie identifying 
'diaractcristic identifies a television network providing the video signal. 
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10. (Currently Amended) In a computer system having a grapliical user interface 
including a display, a method comprising the steps of: 
receiving a video signal; 

displaying the video signal in a vidcorcato n^on the display; 

receiving text commimications from one or more viewers of the videj/signal, the 
text communications being related to the video signal; and 

displaying the received text communications in a chat regjorLort the display with 
the video signal; 

displaying - wheyew-an identifying characteristic of the vi^eo signal B^3k^p3aytK4 
outside of the video and cliat r egions of tlie display, wherein the^dcnti Tying characteristic 
includes a background underlying ^ least one of the VidcQ rcuion amLJM_chat 
rcjiion ethe^'^sfiktyedr-datft. 



of: 



1 1 . (Previously Presented) Tlie method of claim which further comprises the steps 

determining an identifying charactcrislic/if the video signal; and 
defining a user interface for display oi the text communications, the user interface 
being configured to reflect the identifying ^characteristic of the video signal. 



Claims 12-22 (Cancelled). 

23, (Previously Presented^ The graphical user interface of claim 27, wherein the 
identifying characteristic is a teleysion series episode. 

24, (Previously Presented) The graphical user interface of claim 27, whcrcin the 
identifying characteristic i/a television series, 

25, (Prcvio/sly Presented) The graphical user interface of claim 27, wherein the 
identifying characteristic is a television network affiliate which broadcasts the video program. 
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26, (Previously Presentcd)JIlifi-gmplw the 
identifying characteristieTTTtclevisi network which broadcasts the video program. 
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27. (Currently Amended) A graphical xiscr interface for presentation on a dispja> 
device, the graphical user interface comprising; 

a video region of the display for presentation of a video pro^m having an 
identifying characteristic; and 

a chat region of the display for real-time present^ion of text communications 
between viewers of the video program during vic^^ng^thc video program, wherein the 
appearance of the graphical user interface oiit«i^the video region is determined at lea.st in 
part by an identifying character] stp^ the video program, wherein the identifying 
characteristic is used to determirJ^ background underlvirm wef*v/lH^ ethtir4i>fefWtHjim 
j^ avc^j^Ayt^dat Irflfit (ipe Qf^a ^oriion of the video region a n d a portion of tlio chat rc fiion. 



Claims 28 -^1 (Cancelled). 
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58. (Currently Amended) In a client system comprising a display for simultaneously^ 
showing video programs received from one or more video sources and chat communicaUon 
corresponding to tlie received video programs, wherein the client system is capable of connecting 
to one or more host servers of one or more service providers and one or more chat/Servers 
offering one or more chat rooms, a method of a service provider controlling a client/system's 
access to one or more chat rooms that have been associated with a particular \i<M) program, 
comprising; / 
at the client system, receiving a video program from a video sour^; 
displaying the video program at the client system; / 
receiving chat link data from the service provider indicatiiKj/that the client system 
may display a user selectable chat link for connecting to a char room that is associaled 
witli the video program; / 

based-ot i the chat U iik'4 atn roeoiv ed#^Hv4ke-5er>»4o^^ the iiscr 

selectable chat link simultaneously witla the video progr^; 

u pon receiving user selection of ihe chat lii^, sending a chat request to a host 
sarvcr- upon s e l e€t'ion-efmy3-efett-4iQk; / 

receiving a chat room identifier fi-om rtrc host server that identifies the available 
chat room associated with tlic video progran/and a chat server; and 

automatically connecting the cliem system with the chat room that is associated 
with the video program using the chatfoom identifier received from the host server. 

59. (Previously Presented) V^c method of claim 58, wherein the host and chat servers 
arc the same server. / 

60. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 58» wherein the video program and 
the chat link data are received in a signal broadcast froin the video source. 

61. (Previou^y Presented) The method of claim 58. wherein the video program is 
displayed in a video i^jgion of tlie display and text commimicalions arc displayed in a chat region 
of the display. / 
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62, (Previously Presented) The method of claim 61, wherein the chat region of the 
display is adjacent the video region of the display* 

63. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 61, wherein the chat region the 
display overlies tlie video region of the display. 



64. (Previously Presented) 'I'hc metliod of cl£um 61, wherein a chat >dscr interface 
displayed in the chat region is customized based on one or more of (i) an cpisoide of a television 
scries included in the video program^ (ii) a television scries corresponding to4he video program, 
(iii) a television network affiliate providing the video program, and (iv) yuetwork providing tJie 
video program. 

65. (Previously Presented) The method of claini/61, wherein an identifying 
charucleristic of the video program is displayed outside of the video region of the display, 

66. (Previously Presented) The method of^ claim 65, wherein flie identifying 
characteristic identifies an episode of a television seri^ included in the video program. 

67. (Previously Presented) The n^thod of claim 65, wherein the idcnti lying 
characteristic identifies a television scries c^esponding to the video program. 



68. (Previously Presented)/ Tlie method of claim 65, wherein the identifying 
characteristic identifies a television «(etwork affiHate providing the video program. 

69. (Previously Pre^sentcd) The method of claim 65, wherein the identifying 
characteristic identifies a telf^sion network providing the video program, 

70. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 65, wherein the identifying 
characteristic includ^ a background underlying odier displayed data. 
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71 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 58, further comprising the stcps^f: 
determining an identifying characteristic of the video program; anji 
defining a user interface for display of text commuijitatJ^s, the user interface 

being configured to reflect an identifying characiepsritfof the video program. 

72. (Previously Presenjed^TTho method of claim 71, wherein the user interface 
includes a predefined ch^t-r€gion for display of the text communications. 
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73. (Currenlly Amended) For a client system comprising a display for simultaneous^ 
showing video programs received from one or more video sources and chat communication 
corresponding to the received video programs, wherein the client system is capable of competing 
to one or more host servers of one or more service providers and one or more chat servers 
offering one or more chat rooms, a computer pragram product comprising compu^gir-cxcculable 
instructions for implementing a method of a service provider controlling a clicnj/System's access 
to one or more chat rooms that have been associated witli a particular video p^gram, the method 
comprising; 

at the client system, receiving a video program from a vi^o source; 
displaying the video program at the client system; 
receiving chat link data from the service provider h6licating that the client system 
may display a U5;cr selectable chat link for connecting^ a chat room t hat is associated 
with the video program; 

biisedr^iVthe-eha^lk^Matfl-r-eeeivetJ^^ the user 

selectable chat link simultaneously with the vid^ program; 

upon receiving user selection of thyx h at link, s ending a chat request to a host 
server-b^po fl selection of riie- cha t link ; 

receiving a chat room identifi^ from the host server that identifies the available 
chat room associated with the video/program and a chat server; and 

automatically connecting/the client system with the chat room that is associated 
with the video program using ine chat room identifier received from the host server. 



74. (Previously Pres^ted) The computer program product of claim 73, wherein the 
host and chat servers are the same server. 

75. (Previously Presented) The computer program product of claim 73, wherein the 
video program and the/hat link data are received in a signal broadcast from the video source, 

76. (Prwiously Presented) The computer program product of claim 73, the method 
farther comprising displaying the video program in a video region of the display and text 
communicatio/s in a chat region of the display. 
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77. (Previously Presented) The computer program product of claim 76, wherein Ihe^ 
cliat region of the display is adjacent the video region of the display. 

78. (Previously Presented) The computer program product of claim 76, v^rcin the 
chat region of the display overlies tlie video region of the display. 



79. (Previously Presented) The computer program product ofclaim 76, wherein an 
identifying characteristic of the video program is displayed outsidp^f the video region of the 
display. 

80. (Previously Presented) The computer pnargram product of claim 79, wherein the 
identifying characteristic identifies an episode otXa television series included in the video 
program. 



81. (Previously Presented) TKe computer program product ofclaim 79, wherein the 
identifying characteristic identifies a^levision series corresponding to the video program. 

82. (Previously Proscnted) The computer program product of claim 79, wherein the 
identifying characteristic identifies a television network affiliate providing the video program. 

83. (Previieuisly Presented) The computer program product of claim 79, wherein the 
identifying characteristic identifies a television network providing the video program. 



84, / (Previously Presented) The computer program product of claim 79, wherein the 
identifyin^haracteristic includes a background underlying other displayed data. 



Page 10 of 16 

Received from < 18013281707 > at 7/15103 4:43:16 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



JUL-15-21 THU 02:39 PM WORKMAN NYDEGGER &SEELEY FAX NO. 18013281707 



P. 18 



\ 



Application No. 09/296,452 
Amendment "C" dated July ) 5, 2003 
Reply to Office Aclion mailed May 1 2, 2003 

85. (Previously Presented) The computer program product of cJaim 73, the metlipa 

further comprising: 

determining an identifying characteristic of the video program; and 
defining a user interface for display of text communications, the iiier interface 
being configured to reflect tlie identifying characleristic of the video prograin, 

86. (Previously Presented) The computer program product/dT claim 85, wherein the 
user interface includes a predefined chat region for display of the tc^ communications. 

37. (Previously Presented) The computer progp^ma product of claim 86, wherein the 
user interface includes a predefined video region for (^^play of the video program. 

^ 88. (Previously Presented) The mettiod of claim 10, wherein the chat region of tlie 
display is adjacent the video region of the display. 



89, (Previously Presented) >4lie method of claim 10, wherein the chat region of the 
display overlies the video region of^!he display. 

90, (Previously Presented) The graphical user interface of claim 27, wherein the chat 
region of the display is adjacent the video region of tlie display. 

91, (Previously Presented) The graphical user interface of claim 27, wherein the chat 
region of the display overlies the video region of the display. 



^ 92. /(New) A mediod as recited in claim 58, wherein the video program has a 
beginning and on end, and further including an act of displaying a new chat link with the video 
programTaiid prior to the end of the video program, the new chat link linking to new chat room 
that is associated with a different video program. 
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93. (New) A method as tecitedjiixkaTir'5S7^^1i«^ the chat room is maintained by 
the chat server only untilJbe-iJS^Teaves the chat room, wherein the user is determined to be a 
last participaHt^xrleave the chat room. 
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